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[image: image4.wmf]Christianity, a monotheistic religion, developed in the Roman Empire during the Pax Romana. The Roman Empire conquered Palestine but tolerated the Jewish religion and some Jewish followers even took up Hellenistic culture (the blending of traditions) and customs. A number of Jews were upset by this and pushed even stricter obedience to the Jewish faith.  Several wanted to cause a revolt against Rome and create a separate Israel once again. They were called Zealots. They believed the messiah, or savior sent by God, would lead Jews to freedom. Eventually rebellion did take place and war began in Jerusalem. The Romans crushed the Jews, and captured Jerusalem. The Jews survived this war, but lived in scattered communities around the Mediterranean.  This event was called Diaspora, or scattering of people. Jews scattered to different parts of the world but continued to spread their own teachings. As turmoil engulfed the Jews in Palestine, a new religion was being shaped.
Followers of Christianity, called Christians, believed in one God – the God of Abraham, often called Yahweh in English.  Abraham lived in the Middle East about 4,000 years ago at a time when most people believed in many gods. Abraham believed that only one all-powerful God had created the world. Christians believe God made a covenant (agreement) with Abraham that Abraham’s decedents would have a special relationship with God. Abraham’s descendents became the Hebrews, who today are called the Jews. 
Christians base their religion on the life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, known as Jesus Christ, who was a Jew. Jesus was born in Bethlehem, near the city of Jerusalem, around the year A.D. 0.  Jesus worshipped God and followed Jewish Law. During his life he traveled around northern Palestine teaching about a new covenant between God and the Jews. Those who followed Jesus’ teachings broke away from other Jews and became Christians, worshipping God in a new way that focused on Jesus’ teachings. His new teachings included the ideas that 1– he was the son of God, 2– He was the Messiah and his mission was to bring salvation and eternal life to those who followed him, 3– Rejected “eye for an eye” theory that many Jews had held and instead believed in “loving your enemies”. 
Jesus’ travels into Jerusalem were either rejected or welcomed. Jewish priests felt threatened by him and felt challenged by his new-found leadership. The Romans believed he was a revolutionary who would lead a revolt against the Romans. Eventually, Jesus’ disciples betray him and he was crucified. 

The Christian concept of God is called the Trinity because Christians believe God has three parts: God the Father, God the Son (Jesus Christ) and the Holy Spirit (God’s presence on Earth). Therefore, all Christians believe Jesus was a part of God, and most Christians believe Jesus was both human and divine. Christians believe Jesus died on a cross, was buried, and rose from the dead three days later. Christians also believe Jesus then ascended (went up) to heaven to be with God the Father. The story of His life is recorded in the Christian holy book.  
Christians call their holy book the Bible. It is made up of two parts, the Old Testament and the New Testament. The Old Testament is the history of the law and prophets (messengers of God’s revelation) of the ancient Hebrews. It also contains psalms– prayers written in song or poem form. The New Testament includes the four Gospels – stories of Jesus’ life- and letters and stories about early Christians. The Bible has no sacred language and has been translated into thousands of languages. 

The goal of Christianity is to achieve salvation, which is the eternal life of one’s soul with God in heaven. The opposite of salvation is damnation, or eternal suffering in hell. Christianity condemns to damnation those who sin (turn away from Jesus’ teachings) without repentance (being sorry). Christians believe one attains salvation by following Jesus’ teachings about living a moral life and by participating in the sacraments- sacred rituals in which Christians experience the Holy Spirit. Though some Christian sects practice as many as seven sacraments, all sects recognize baptism and communion to be sacraments. Baptism is the ritual initiation into Christianity and reenacts Jesus’ blessing in the River Jordan. Communion, commonly called the Lord’s Supper, reenacts Jesus’ breaking of bread and sharing of wine at the last dinner before His death.
Christianity requires an ordained ministry – people specially trained to carry out the teachings and rituals of the faith – to preside over the sacraments. Ordained ministers – called priests, pastors, or minister – lead Christians in worship in holy buildings called churches. The most important service occurs on Sunday. During the worship service, Christians experience the sacraments, recite their creed (basic belief), pray and read from the Bible. The minster delivers a sermon related to the Bible readings. Christianity has three main sects- Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant – all of which believe that God continues to reveal his teachings to the world. All Christian’s sects consider Jerusalem the holiest city because that is where they believe Christ died and rose from the dead. 
Christianity develops from a small sect to a major world religion. Paul, an original persecutor of Jesus, spoke with Jesus in his sleep. Jesus tells Paul to spread his teachings to non-Jews, to set up Churches from Mesopotamia to Rome, to expand Jesus’ teachings to include the idea that Jesus made sacrifices, and lastly to spread the belief that Jesus will give salvation.  Despite the many attacks Christians received from the Romans (due to their lack of toleration of the Christian faith), Christianity survived!  
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